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178 GREAT POLITICAL THINKERS

agricultural, technological sevolutions, etc. Similarly, inr
- two—scientific and philogg

revolution may be split UP into

And so on and so forth. : Pt
The idea of ‘total revolution’ aims at bringing about a ¢
cture and system of the Indian s e

change in the present stru
ded as a considerable development of the philosonk

may be regar ;
Sarvodaya. Jayaprakash was a great humanitarian, and his Y of

gradually developed into the philosophy of ‘total revolutim-é e
onlyasyt')stem of social and economic reconstruction of the-"mt. ! Lohi
society, but it is also a philosoph of moral and spiri : i

Indian people. e piritual rebirth of the O
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possible. Caste is a monster that crosses your path. You connot

have Political economic reform unless you kill this monster."
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JAYAPRA‘ ASH N ARAY
- Call for Total Revolution \

By the lapse of years J

: ears, Ja
B s 1o Hocio~eco yaprakash Narayan's belief that for the

SC 1 : P
essential, became more a!t]ldc;)l:;% ?in‘é’ a“}‘{’ipating democragy' mwtc:r:
ictator, X : € i

5o %?n]g ot 57 lzi'chﬁe“,-’s‘“ﬂf’ & popular one, go on ea’hi;?:g b
revolution’. It was in the 'Y Jayaprakash gave a call of ‘total

(<
arrived at the idea of ‘total resuyroo 2 Call t0 the people, He

: tal revolution® a A Ot
irecti g and got an in
0 0 that dircction after his encour aging Cxpgeriences i)l;'l;at;?:gc:

ful revolution in Musehari sub-divisi
hold of Naxalites in Bihar, and re-settle(r):e:?tf ohf/:[utf:ﬂ‘ég:rl;i)gl s{’rglrllg - i
dacoits. His faith in the power of the poeple and through them ig |
the philosophy and action of ‘total revolution’ was further streng-
thened by the subsequent events in Gujarat, where a powerful student-
led movement to disband the State Legislature came up in 1974,

As his call for ‘total revolution’ foreboded a death-knell for the
then Government, the latter imposed an emergency on the country-in
the last weck of Jume, 1975. Jayaprakash and his followers and i
sympa'thlser's were sent to prison. But he was not dismayed ; and ' H
while in prison, he tried to elucidate the aim of his ‘total revolution’ i
in order to remove any kind of misgivings about it. He writes in his
Prison Diary (1977): “The struggle for freedom was not fought
simply for national independence. The establishment of democracy
in free India was also an important goal of the struggle. It was In B
view of this goal that the Constituent Assembly had drawn up a i
Constitution for democratic India and adopted it on the 26th Novem- R
ber, 1949 on behalf of the Indian people.””’® - Because the spirit of | R
the Constitution was much abused and the real democracy sgemed to g2
be in great danger particularly ‘during the past few years in India,
the call for ‘total revolution’ was given to the nfitlon. .

Jayaprakash Narayan’s ‘total revolution’ 18 a “combination of

seven revolutions—social, economic, political, .cu[turag, ldeo}c?r%lict?gl ct);
intellectual. educational and spiritual”.?* This num er,t?lc;c g £ \‘
him, may ,be decreased or inc_reased. For dmsltan;:c(z111 s il i
fevolution may include_educatlonal a‘nd ] etox(;g ol rorOi e 1
kewise, social revolution in the Marxian hcontgat vers e
and political revolutions and even more t vz:,n hat, T
:a“ ge:luce TRl l;ss ft'hétlgese::\r/:n refrolutions into c(ijiﬂ'ig::lt i
™ ing up. eacs, - i into industrial,
ﬂtegorlie?’ bggokx:gzgnicp revolution may be split up 7

e ————

Narayan, J. P. : Prison Diary, Popular
M‘I p- 87:

13.

Prakashan, Bombay (1978), p.



