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o PARETO (1848-1923)
. at individuals im{ariably differ :

.. Elite theo™ ..based onm;(em"' iﬂﬁ‘;1 lit i"e.Vitab]ewm th% ?oc‘.et)'.f;:m Ong
Pare_to-"' : . apilities thus 1 - d exercises power an .mﬂuE:nCe Ievery
characteristics'intellecthil abil ity, administt dog,
¢ it posSesse somé e thority- I, therefore; forms the elite of? given SOCielK;‘tiVe

r moral 8 observes : «Let us assume that in every by, ;

index, which stands as a sigh of his Capacit;ch of
jects of examinations in schoo] ’Ve‘w

and the man who does not get as. .

out and out idiot. Or to the man y, Clign
the case may pe—we will give 10, to the mg O hyq
made his million i1l give 6; 1O such as just manage to keep out Qf the poor h“’ Q
?nil,-and so as for all the branches of activity, and t00\13e
e of elite.” In other words Pareto advocates that S()hat

rior in their attributes while others possess inferior abilities. The Classme
of

superior ability constitutes the elite. . .

(@ Social Elite and Governing Elite. Pareto categorises elltf:s into the Social Elite

Elite. Social Elite is broadly the class of persons with superior abilities Hea
" 18,

:Jl,],es (b;;;;/:;n;:ngse, defines, elite as : «4 small number of. individuals, who in each sphe,. n
activity have succeeded and arrived at a higher echelon in the professional hie rarc,e 0
Social Elites include the successful businessmen, artists, politicians, lawyers, engineers .»
50 on. The Governing Elite is that small number of individuals who have succeeded an d’:ﬁd

0

exercise ruling functions politically and socially.

(b) Pareto’s division of Society into two Stratums.

Pareto maintains
Jf society stands divided into two s that the Populatjgy

trata: (1) The lower stratum (the masses and the
non-
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jes and the party organisation is controlled by a group of leaders who, bécause

the people who clect them. The leaders are together the ruling elite, and their

.. qrue of party organisation is also true of all other organisations. “No organisation

n i .
" of the !cade.r In respect to masses. Thus, in every society, the active minority (the
1s the passive majority (the masses) and democracy, in fact, is a competition

a - . .
of leadcr‘s it is the laws which gradually weaken, and not the leaders.” To sum up,
,at Michels also advocates the view that rule of minority (governing elite) over

1
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ELITE THEORY OF C. WRIGHT MILLS’

right Mills uses t!le term ‘Power Elite’ instead of the term ‘Elite’or Ruling class.

rm ‘Power Elite’ to refer to all those persons in society who occupy command
f the power of clites is socio-economic basis. In contemporary societies
with those institutions which occupy pivotal position in society. In turn each such
is controlled by a small group of people at the top-the power elite.

uote C. Wright Mills, “The elite is the product of the ‘institutional landscape’ of

. Power in modern society is institutionalised with the result that certain
itute the strategic command posts of the social structure. Power is an
of the institutions. The power elite consists of those in position to make decisions
consequences in command of the major hierarchies and organisations of
» An important feature of his conception of the power elite is his advocacy

the t¢

ciety-

dernt SO ‘ .
mo endowed with the central quality of cohesiveness because of similarity of

packg
o\'Cﬂ

Bu
priﬂCiP]e

Jimately
controlled

 apitalist SOCI
te power 18 control over production, i.e., income. “The easiest way to discover the rul

elite in any society is usually to see what group gets biggest income.”, Like Marx, Burnh
xcepts the importance of means of production in society. However, the similarity betv
" his views and Marxism ends here. Whereas, Marxism believes that after the re\’(;\\ttion
means of production will come into the hands of the proletariat, Burnham advocate:
means of production are destined to be in the hands of the elite-the group of ps

wontrolling the means of production and income of the society.

,ﬂ-rollnd! a A .
urn the status-quo, call into question the existing social relationship and establish a

E“’ SU'U t
boﬂ'l it aﬂd o

ttitudes, skills, etc., and that, “the history-making power of the elite is sufficient

cture. The inner cores of the elite are ability and potentiality to determine the role
ther will play in society.”

ELITE THEORY OF BURNHAM

rnham’s Elite theory constitutes an attempt to combine the theory of Elitism with th

s of Marxism. He advocates the view that the present capitalist system woul
be replaced by a society in which the income and political institutions a
by a few persons only. He designates these persons as the Managerial Elite. Ir
iety, whole business is controlled by the professional managers. The basis
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SIPOLITICAL ELITES

4 EUITE P
e

; 2 the higher (5o . ) S
and ¢ : i stratum-the elite or the ruling elite. He further sub-divides the s

ll‘f; : ".“35} ¢raturm into two parts : (/) the governi R h
/My 'iahﬂ' fvields power and non-gmn:mingg eii:: u‘ng ot Bl )t feoh-goveriline elite) B
m ¥ };J;’"er ributes of Governing Elite, Th " Sthe- gl’DllP SRRIEALTS Snd BUsee R Iy peri |
By @™ ideal combination of the qual‘i:t'gmemm.g elites have ideal qualities of head and >
lgr 'ﬂldsclﬂsﬂ sustify their rule. Force over the lul::'vsesgt‘:n‘tlon B“g it o o M amm el \
. um inni
b ‘&s:)“ dher employed by the governing elites to tule tlmi?lo:i:?easgunda Ewlining e ‘
P Col‘“‘pt of (.?erlllIlliDn of Elite. “History”, obsetved 7 e ‘ ‘1
@~ ies. Old elites always give pl ' ed Pato, *is. a - graviyatd ot
y place to new elites. Elites are in flux. They are dynamic ; \

'sﬂ’“rfl ic. In every society, there i :
'l| :: r‘o‘(;tla(:wer leve's and fro)r,n lowerst: ll‘]i“g';f;ﬂlselgg‘m()\’emfaht Pf in‘:ﬁvidua\s e ot
%W f highef enerate elements in the classes which still hzlrdesultlng e “cénsiderable tien g5 E1
LY the deg of elements of superior quality in the subj D zt:\d . the other hand, in an
5 ubject classes.” This leads to the ultimate
§t

ocfe ; : . ) :

'“jinctioﬂ of cver[;),,l elite group in society. The dissolution of the elitc group makes the social

! piprium ustaTe

‘t.‘ i paret® then gofls"ff?n to dlSCUS:‘S various kinds of circulation among the elite. RG]
', between different categories of the governing elite itself, and (if) between the elite

., ylatio . 4
Cir® e resf of the pO_Pu_lat‘IO‘;- The latter may involve (a) Circulation individuals in the lower
"  entering the existing e ltt?, and/or (b) Circulation individuals in the lower strata forming
and entering into a struggle for power with the existing elite. Parefo further \‘

rale =
; SLW elite grOUPS A 1 : o
neY . s the degeneration of the governing elite in terms of changes taking place in the

exP hological cllaracfteristic§ of the different categories of elite. He develops his concept of
Gues” py drawing 2 distinction between the logical (rational) and non-logical (non-

> 1) actions of the individuals in social life; logical actions are termed as those actions
are directed to attainable ends and the reverse types of actions are called non-logical
ons- BY cresidues’ Pareto means the superior qualities through which a persons can rise in
A He discusses SiX types of residues but gives primary importance to two residues: the
hfe"d L of combination (cleverness) and the residue of aggregates (Force). Accordingly,
S;H clites are of two types - One which rules by “virtue of residue of combination”, and the
e cond which ru ates.” A governing elite which has both

les by the “virtue of residue of aggreg
s wyirtues” is the best. The governing elites use “derivations” (Myths) for maintaining
hemselves in power.

The circulation of Elite,
keepiﬂg social mobility and change.
pigher strata of society—either because of a slowing
I

er causes of decadent elements no longer posses.
0 , in power, oF shrinking from the use of force; while in the meantime in the lower

en ) 3 . . :
tfmm of society elements of superior quality are conung to the force, possessing residues
Syimble for exercising the functions of governing and “willing enough to use force.”
S. . . .

pareto, thus, presents a theory of elite as the natural divisions based upon the une
abilities of the members of society. He conceives of elites in terms of social elites and
goveming elites as well as explains the process of changes in elites on the basis of his concept

of ‘circulation of elites.’

believes Pareto, is very helpful in preventing revolutions and in
«Revolutions come about through accumulations in
down in a class circulation or from
sing the residue suitable for keeping

qual
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Like Pareto, Mosca also believes in the ci
group. It is dynamic in nature and is subject to t

members keep on coming into it as old members k
whole set gets replaced by another through a revolution. The give and take between elites and

non-elites goes on. When the ruling elite loses its aptitude to command and to exercise
political control, and the people outside the ruling class cultivate it in large numbers, there is
every possibility that the old ruling class will be deposed and replaced by the new one. Mosca
believes that circulation of elite is an eternal law. The governing elite, in course of time

becomes incapable of providing the necessary and valuable services to the masses and thus
nother elite. Sometimes the changes in social system, like the birth of a new

gets replaced by a
religion, also make it inevitable for the governing elitc to yield place to another new
ve elite. Thus, Mosca believes in the circulation of elite as an inevitable

organised and acti
process. In this connection, he gives his conception of ‘Political Formula’ which is similar to

Pareto’s concept of ‘Derivations.’

ELITE THEORY OF ROBERT MICHELS
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