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OLIGARCHY AND ARISTOCRACY

In order to be ¢lear about the nature of contemporary Political Eliteg
between the rule of the Elite and the rule of the ‘Oligarchs

-

and ‘Rule of’Arismua
three terms refer to rule of a minority over the society. In each of the

he

conceptualised as superior elements or chosen elements. However, alop, 9
similarities there are fundamental differences between l:uli-’l.'i’f the elite on th E wi
rule of the oligarchs on the other. “The point of similarity is the “rule of g}, Ran
element of difference lies in the way in which the few come to hold ang ex

“Elite rule depends upon the appreciation of the masses, while rule of the oligarchSe D()\:‘\‘
fELE Upon the apathy, ignorance or weak and meek attitude of the down-trodden PEOpe » dﬁpe S,
F Analysing the difference between Elite rule, Oligarchy and Aristocracy, Dg X ‘l
Verney observes, “dn elite appears fo combine some of {IH-’ C:"“’acferistics ough‘na |
Oligarchy and an A ristocracy but it is not {o be confused with either. It is o ,, .

. mip
an oligarchy, and consists of superior people, like an aristocracy, but there i n

0
"-’::ly’ ""e
Sense of self-perpetuation and selfishness which surrounds the former_,w,. the by le, th
/ grandeur which often is associated with the latter.” In other words, elite rule i g
i minority but it is neither self-perpetuating nor selfish. Nevertheless, like Oligarcl:l of
Aristocracy, it does involve the promotion of vested interests. _ y'aﬂd
Further, modern elites of democratic systems emerge out Of.the Masses and rulg y,,;
tacit and general approval of the masses. The masses elect their ruling elites ang re

clth the
ti.reir power and ability to rule them. In Oligarchy and Aristocracy, thcf elite rule jg ba:E

kinship or family superiority or the thesis of ‘celebrities and royal family.” Oligarchg rule Y
establishing their right to govern either because of their inherent right or family statug Or gy y
physical ability to rule. In an aristocracy, the few rule because they are considered as ‘ten
persons fit to rule.’ In Oligarchy and Aristocracy, the rule of the few over the Masseg y

m.lposed and it always tries to perpetuate itself. In the elite rule, the chosen minority Tl
with the consent of the masses and is accountable for its rule. In the words of Dr, J.(els
Johri,.” “The line of demarcation is traceable in the fact that elite rule lacks bou;

lraditional grandeur and tendency of self-perpetuation which are the hallmarks of the rule
)f the few known by the names of aristocracy or oligarchy.”

: Concept of Elite rule is as such different from the traditional concepts of Oligarchy ang
ristocracy. Elite rule is a minority rule, backed by tacit and general consent of the masseg

igarchy and Aristocracy involve the rule of a minority which thrives either on the interes

the masses in their doings, or on the apathy, ignorance, weakness and meekness of th,
SSes.

FEATURES OF POWER ELITES/POLITICAL ELITES
(1) A political elite or power elite consists of a minority of people—the chosen eleme
of the society. |

/

2) Political elites of a democratic system are backed by the general support ai
consent of the masses.
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