i of
bey Ut el

‘Nf all the states Gujaral- witnessed ngy 8
Of all t alegim oot

U fﬂ

{

2) during the year. The year 1987 Ay ; N/
worst being in Meerut in May 1987 W\}’xﬂig}]fsstd y “ftp"l :
3 # L dly, the tenden

communa ; In recent loy OF
flife and property.inre months Jot r t
Enolr;::: ;é?lisrgrc]d on the issue of Ram Janambhumi ar(l)cfl ’;30;3;113 u"easll;ltedﬁl" 09" aiso party to t
Fandamentalists of the two i et el Sf’eﬂ Claiming ( Masjiy ion ) +* s do_not take
over the building. At present the c€ase 1s chl ing for setuemclusi\,e r?he }*'ffu-"h B ave insisted ¢
ts. However, leaders of one community have openly g 1Rt v, 'ehy ! ity of life a1
Cour - f the Court if Clareg yith th, 487 security OF HHle
would not abide by the decision o L it goes againgg thd that thh& f‘ ed° in services etc.
rather an unfortunate development. Nﬁ-;s CC?OD of the SOcigt O T Y fiS into the 'ma
permitted to flout the la;v- tI}': the meantxg e eilforts arelon to ﬁn¥i Shoulg b]i P}:fgmsgchermcrthorn
stable solution O e issue through mutual g A myg,. ¢ A 2
ABCEDHE tion seems to be in sight. In short, itné’:::gt‘ons “:llllg o Wihthl_?: dfllslt:::
. ’ t e 1 {

negotiations bul; no solu ent to curb communalism, it s
. vernm i . 1
despite efforts by go > 1t Continueg 1 ;:liathat / G;ﬁism. Without tl
Bug
¥

' the Indian polity.
Communalism at Present . . 4.
The nature of communal problem in Ind{a ha; undergone 5 { llidtl{’h the 9&@9{%{1
in the recent years. Whereas the communal riots in the earlje, Pgrl' chang, tfath‘ ‘sz am;,1 adu
confined to certain urban centres only, in recent years the comm lod Werg of 0 . réll_: ing has a
have tended to spread to the country-side and thus affected evey, thlmal Fiotg 15 © shar%gut? toler
which earlier enjoyed communal harmony. 0se are :) pe sition % thl:cl
Secondly, the present day communal riots are not being leq ;;ﬂlhé’.lr et YO; S
Brahmin dominated groups kaﬁe RSS put the younger generations are l;y the ¢ : provoked r‘:sis,tf
more active role. For example in the riots at Pune, Solapur, Baramaﬁp a for separate t‘-k’:ct‘
young Marathas played an active role. Ctc. the _;.d -d the Hindys
75 aggravate comy

Causes for Communalism. At this étagc a natural question . 0
as to why India after four decades of independence has not bgﬁ?ﬁféﬁ“ .itm e fourth
0 &

nciaciits 228 =
200 persons.
Communa] rlOtS (9

| riots, the

overcome the problem of communalism and the relatj ) L8
members of two communities (Hindus and Muslims) a;?f)f}’;“';fff% the ;wvor;dg{nosr}%gﬁhag
According to one scholar “Religion and religious differences as such gm " dc,uld be viewed 3
alone cause a riot. Hinduism and Islam may be different in certain re " . c;[ions like R S!
but neither of them preaches violence or hatred. it is as much agajnsiped_s -'-fh rioting. Comr
basic concepts as against their heritage”. Again he says “the jmm geu £ e COMmMUNt
causes of the riots such as stoning of a Ganesh procession from a me o :E’celerated throu
lesecration of the idols of the Hindu deities, butchering of some calvosquc’ sgious leadership
Jurga Puja procession or an occasion of marriage of a Muslim b;: s o more frequer
lindu girl do no explain away what is behind the riots”. In the m e rspectability th
)llowing factors have been responsible for the existence o.f commur:alxll?s[t;1 " rnot only in m;
1. In the first place Prof. Ghouse says that communalism has flourish {gsimed that ty
India because the communalist leaders of 'both"thé‘qc-:"oﬁ;l‘ﬁhﬁ':lns ;d 5.The weak ec
ndus and the Muslims, want it to flourish in their community’s interzss’t tTZ sir obscurantis
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SE cumula ve fines O

vernment should impo
ch <cenes of fred uent riots- This Wou
W |e take mOTe keeninterestto resolve their differences
rict watch sh 1d be kepton places of religious WO ship tO ensure
bya anti-social o ommunal 1ements- \
d ysuchc ements 4
= ‘ \\

places are use

1 o ensure
:he(a) Ioj |
s ts should b€ made through constant preach ing and pcrsuasion
ey Uiy 10 i and scurantist pre)udxce whic prevax\a ong the
dpr:y #iors various C mmunitics Unless this 18 done law and © order
?er W lct;lce@ ery can play nly limited role 1n checking the ommunal tension-
lt;ld d gt Eighthly, people an also P ay an impor at role 1 curbing
QSphere nalism.To revent com unalinC dents mtxedpeace-kee Moh.a\l

loralm should be constitut d containing influential 'membe.rs of various
e Ingj fm m es. Thesefnembers canplayammpor ntro\cmdeiusmgcom una
tcgnd and preventing communa clashes
ava 1;?1’1 o Nin athly, T T.V.and Radio can play 2 positive role in elimination of
intg Sene gnalism mby org anising discussions tO emp.hasnse the secular fgunduuons

015 ia. In these dxscussxons persons rom various sections of society should
ed wih :u dted to producc wider impact. _
out dela;}:e Tenthly, reduction of economic disparities and inequalies js also

e s glgg & stial tO eliminate 2 feeling prevadmg among the minority com unity that
f the mlno(: qare peing di scnmmatcd against. ¢. Once these disparities af removed they
fencies, The 3 € end to forget their separat® identity-
hall greatly | Eleventhly, some scholars have p\eaded that the abolition of religion can
the elim'mat'\on of co munalism But this subge:non 1s
3 jety 1S ahighly spmm'\\\scd society av

ommunities 1praclic
nities effort jgon 0 on: this society:
ations. The

s )
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, 7 " E 7-7 - ,.-vf..: Ll b s .;m‘qanan in‘c’ B 4 ‘Q i@ﬂ“"u :‘;,‘" v\“
i 198 Jor the attainment of their puy, 0l the, A
e communal riots in Pune ap d:‘s’; ow ijcq? ¢ 3/
lﬂ.ﬁni reaction of Vishva Hindy Parishac?la Pur w,.. - i
" Againg; ot
7. Out of pro : L Jo0d
i L portion growth ; 5 of
b ; = m - X ey
s;mix:pcm‘i;:-ncc has given rise to mi [?‘? Mu§lun pul o ,;ut
community and generated tcnsio,,g VIngs in the m; Aoy in | E;E,ﬁmz‘j
protagonists of majority community ha:,n their mutulglds Of 1 Sia ‘ﬁzt:‘l,
which constituted onlv 5.3 per cent of thcetgtomted out ;ﬁ'alionsm"hﬁﬁ“ﬁ;:‘b t
mg o Doy

to 11.20 pe f dhae o 1o : e total poputs - 5
> B duc to lack of interes in fam’;]J Pulation j, 1945 OPuly 8/ s
conversion of Harijans to Islam and il Uy plannjy aa Ting, f’"ﬁq._,f‘g_thc]
Bangladesh etc. They have felt high ly disturéeggal entry of m“'lg'xwu;l*'iw: f‘ii'f“."f}
hostile attitude towards Muslims which has over this treg da Uslimg &w o 1
-, alie S Daturally f. 0d dyy
communalism. Y lanned thg g, f’l"kd .
e vl ok TPl . . cingg‘ in Y
H. I he role of Pakistan in fostering communa] feeling ; oi,j,&:nhw ¢
no less significant. Quite often it has been alleged by the g in (he Coungr . optive
the Hindu community that the communal riots are pr(?:rtllﬂdm.c lcﬂdcgf '*:-,[thc
Pakistan through its Indian agents. Further, whcncvgr vtc: i Tngig py o™
Hindu-Muslim conflict the Pakistan authorities always hold ‘tL}:? 1 any .2-"'
responsible for it and project the impression that the GOVCTnmcn‘E f’fh[ndm .hasft
- - - . H ‘ l'. .
is also secretly assisting them in these plans. While it cannot be dcnicd?;,ifq Mn}?ir
Paiistan has often encouraged and promoted communal riots by instiy, lli‘n af
he militant sections of the Indian — Muslim community to resort to violenge,

ng s
5 . P _ . T
he owernment of India has certainly failed to win the confidence of the o

foera 1Y
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in social frustration

f &conomy by market forces has resulted

ot he rOCESS only the affluent sections of society have gained- -
5 iuquP"etcd mn communal terms- while the indus alleged that
ﬂ“sl’ampc““gﬂ‘eMuslims an packward classes, he Muslims
reatment. No wondet this has

ise the sclv.es to

e, A
b mdus are S»Cltlx}g favoire

he leaders of various communitics 10 or e
oin Shakir has rightly

'?Ot}cesfsigns from political lead®rs-
and 35‘5 © é e growth of communalism and communal _
after 11 cpg. ndence, revealsthat the determin’mgrolchas notbeen
e '{nt‘ a‘i““ure but by non-religious &%
sy thingo";,‘;"’“"m{c system.... ader the mas
an . munal lcaders have aimed at P
fthc jower mlddlc class and urban 'mte“i gentsia” )
BOtfh ﬂt‘chﬂolo“] as well as the State Govcmments are great\y
Ungy le Orwcrc %fkwlng communalism in the country. OB most of the
fs b hnd takg en unaware by the cudden outburst © " (s and failed
A & failcd ‘prf";l(cmw,‘-" measures. Further, Whe
ﬂ“’:)'h “th lo take quick action (o nip {he same pud. Insted
A w“ositigns lt)‘:i?(t'lon firmly, mostly the g()vcmment
S, 9 ot thei parties Lthe scapcgoat by throwing {he entir®
smak)riQE ! 6(10{5 at their door. The attitude of distrust displayed
)I.) S%ty !.é g1he l\s’o _IndofP_a\? Wars of 1965 and 1971 when it did not assign any
Ulagjy J ﬂs"blemutf{?s of civil defence to the Muslims, also P 0 i
the Mt ims that they were ot being treated at par ith the rest ©
of distrust persists against them: The Government
he communa\ parties-
fdecline of its institutions,
ics, an

3
4
1

aS 5
Musli[:g ,P;%zens and a sCTSC
10 failed tO take any firm action against t

fop ol
Qver. O ¥ s
el *« Theloss of credibility of statc on account 0

-Opey 11
-tice, incompetence of law and order agenct

1 ecoriomy has encouraged the pe
communities for justice and security. Thi cy
= nd e,conom'lc

o
Untry ‘f,cll\’e v 1
'« (he state ensures equitable sharing of p

N,

e itself commi

at despite the best intentions
ed India @ secular state, the

e is . :
ay 12 Finally, the {ailure, oﬁlhiaw enforcing age
mmunal r1ots. It has been observe
nied . qmny © ! tted excesses On
€A that ,prh in 1978, inJ amshedpur 1o in 1987
main cause
ceof thy & , e
ent of the tWo major comm
, i and illiteracy am
growth of i im masscs and growl 1 1
¢ positiv
POSIE 4o framers of the
be a dominant feature of Indian polity-

c11d§rséi‘ﬁﬁ h
dia by "d‘,pment amongst various sections of community-
> Hing : . i ncies to play &2 impartial
tof I Uy ;pas also given rise 10 scrious €O d that
ndiy ases the polic e minorities aS in
Wtigatipy * . 1979 and 10 Meerut 10 19
V‘iolcﬂceg * 1 short it can be said that the
, ounal T10tS are unhappy——historica\ memories; uneven
glopm unities; absence of a fairlystr ong NV
4le class; selfish new Muslim lcadership; poverty
ot ng aggressiveness of certain sections of Hindu
ng the lati ,
plation:
COMMON * 14 1 eV . :
It is evident 110 discussion th
« 3 on, who decial
here, the | b decl
iment of religion has
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jne 077 . . z 5 d
for checki . eling found outlet in B’ ar©
s w-religious 4 b%:twecn the Hind Mung .. i ”07’ 'mﬁn.t

parro d schism Us ang al y 7 A BT | gD

Quite gf“:;; d the gulf ?11:: " eheck, it can pose a serious gy, lthe M?.ls-"’hi {10 55!16 Slin®
ﬂ"f:r;‘ld is not kct}rj;'ugccording to A.R. Desai “If topy h: to ‘he:h“‘s::hf Ly watcP

t the coufl

b i : d "
: ented, it is imperative thyp ) Sihte,, Mg, i/ h,

urzjl!y OsochU’ is to

Ind1an

moralization that is cteepip 15 fige ,
: ecked, t g ce is halted and the ; g"? is .. Pay

mndcncxc:rz;r‘? S Iip?rtxénég rlll)%f:l}"' S Eirther assez:ﬁ{)}fhen&r Oy

the degele " 1 d facilitics ] lace the growing selfish € neeq  Selfigy P
for right 27 | values to rcp . 1sh ang | < to g S

;‘Zral and S mf-ltmto -nculcate a sense of dutées and ob_llgationrsn. terialist.f over™

ends, the 16 ry rights and comforts anc¢ promotion Placg & i g scet

owing clamol bedience instead of the mogq & Spiryy ) 25 rake

. e gt do
b 5 iscl line an

o 551f~sacrxﬁ§6éx‘liﬂbigon of bad mz_mners have'bcco,ine ur 3 aSSerti
; rotest 3tﬂ bo prcventﬁd from being torn to pieces”, e
: 5 (0] .

nation 15 - Communalism !

o Overcom 1l as the political leaders p '

t as we ical ave gy 1% s )
The Governmen . munalism in Indj Clt Fa0P” clig
cerned over the persistence of Com dia ang Come fgreau)?ﬁ& nt :

- ons from time to time to overcome thjg Probl rw?rdéif

Suggesﬁoﬂs t

: estions . . .
with numerous sugg ith these suggestions in detail here, anq I A B

i deal wi _
not possible to e suggestions can be made. i

rence to some of th : ]
refe In 1969 the Comumiltee on National Integration suggesteq @) i 3(‘5 s she
celebration of community festivals; (b) observing of restraint by the Joip Effo .

h - out processions and playing music before mosques anq ; ' : 1
jlgctaahl'ctligf;o(c) It)he throwing of gial should not violate norms of g ee‘;ﬁgls Ts of varll‘(;13
decorum; (d) cultivating a sense of respect for rellglo}ls bch.efs and Dract?ndie y can P
of neighbours; and (e) prevention of acts of dc?secratxon of idols of violatS:e

of taboos observed by others. The Committee also recommep, ded loyy B! -
formation of Ekata Committees at local levels to ensure proper atmos hthelmahs "d b
and to prevent the anti-social elements from disturbing communa] hargloere shO

P
(1) As most of the communal riots are sparked off by a mingy incig

;.

y

ny, ities-

o : g ve!
involving a few individuals belonging to different communitieg and fl?t-“and preve
rumours play a major role in fanning these riots, it is desirable that comp)] € bl T.V
ind truthful reports about the actual position should be made avai]abrl’eﬁ:t:maliS mby ¢

0‘

F;z ggeople promptly to prevent the minor incidents developing into Serioygy, In these
' .' d to proc
~ (2) A close scrutiny of the conduct of the officials concerned with th 3 ly. rec
untenance of communal peace in any area must be made without dela tefsnlh y, It
ed out the un'desuable e}emcnts from the administration. There is gl Ojalto‘ ehm}l
d to reorgauise the police force and associate members of the minsoye-bemg dis
;]:)l;?tl:es ?nd ot?er \;{eaker sections with the law enforcing agencies Tﬁ::znd to forg
nature ol police and law-enforcing administrati '
, e , nistration {
in gaining the confidence of all sections of society. st greatly.,levex:thgy,t
(3) As gcncrallxthe communal tension among the vari o EC(.)I} o u-
It up by the mil T10us communitiesuticable b

itant isati
5o tade o Curbﬂtﬂorgamsatlons among these communities effortaoccupic
1¢ growth of such militant organisations. The
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ated DY their selfish interests, promotcd the feeling ‘of
{1 this, despite the best efforts of Mahatma Gandhi and other
ely led to the partition of the country in tes of India
B The religious frenzy displayed
5 on the eve of partition resulted in enormous loss O
poth the sides. A large number of Muslims migrated tO Pakistan
m_:mbcr_of them were ersuaded to stay on i1 ja Wi
ity of life, religion and property. On the other hand millions
forced to leave the territories constituting Pakistan an
f communal harmony.

¢
wer .
adia. All this created a serious problem ©

in Post Independence Period
mers of the Constitution, therefore, decided to do away with
| clcctofﬂtcs mtroducgd by the British in India. Instead they -
N jversal aa'dull'l'f r_ancl;\sc by which all the citizen above
Mg c seir religion, language, caste, places of res
u.s\gr\“‘w,ﬁfcsgght to vote. They also dcclal:cs India s;:‘gu\ar state W
e W plpl}':ly dcmc‘l‘\cd in matter of religl onstitution
an e o all the citizens the ' f_rccdom Of conscience and free profession,
ing -‘inw'c .0 d yropagation of religion - subject to public order, morality and
e At g1 persons 1y entitled to frecdom of conscience an

%ﬁij:t}ﬂ_cly to Pmrf:-“a pre pagate religion”.
e\A@v "md‘mdg1hcnnp;\rl!ngofrcligiousinstruc}ipnsincducationa\inst'\mﬁous
laﬁoq“{n)’ maml_mncd out state funds, or receiving aid out of state funds
n”‘l’!‘hcr mwdcgl that “no person shall be .cuch\\cd to pay any taxes, the
n.ccdl; of which ar¢ spcuﬁcall appropriatec in payment of expenses for
i X omotion or m_amlcnanc_c_o any p:\rllcq\m.rchginus dcnumination"..\n
..mlnemiﬁ they tried isolate religion from the significant arcas of common lifed
o m ¢ Constitution, in the words of M. Setalvad, tried 10 promote
HE thy approach and outlook with a view Lo fwean us away from the approach
th:'fx in our relations with our fellow beings orin dealing with other socid
€0t by qups WC have less and less 1¢ yard for rehigion and religious practices and
€s 2:0111' lives and actions more on worldly considerations, restricting religion
Certajy Jis influence 1O what has been called }my Jer’ sphere, the advancement ©
een j ¢S ritual hilc and well-being of the indivi uals”.
visions had the desired effect and for some ume
However rc_\igion c_om'mu«;:d to be an

arc cqua
sractice and pro

N

derigg [The cgnstitulional pro
Jend, gre WaS erfect communal harmony. ver 1ehig
actorinIndian polmcs.A number of pohuca\pumcswcrc organise
lim League, Maijlise Mushawrat,
.d the religious

byang gortant i
14T, greligious basislsuch as Jana Sangh, Mush
‘ation, #male- [slami, Akall Dal cte. (These political pnrtxes'e.\'p\mtg
' i s of the voters 10 capture greatet pumber of seatd) The reasons for
rtant factor 10 {he Indian polities & en
ds of Grace

it may atiment rs, _
th the , continuance of religion as an 1mpo !
its of HF the adoptiont of.sccul_z\r. polity can be best st_alet} in the words ¢
ies. He says «“pasic rehgous beliefs survive 1 disguised form i moral
symptions and cultural norms and they continue mould the attitudes of

y the gy peo le to such institutions as the Tamily, marriage an the educauon
influence 1S excrcised in @ concealed way either at the individua

tum of indirect pressure politics, an

Lo, It is nonetheless 1e¢

they lem, This in
ching sh-conscious level
They 1, therefore, IMpo
slim b that”.
It may be noted that t

ad the Muslims but even &

or through the mediu
with any preaisio
mong the Hind

«sted not only & _
¢ community. 4

ension has ¢
mbers of the sam

ymong the me
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AT
e ‘..-3_:‘,‘..".-‘,.«_ R LI B WB1
. o oA ENE v - s
AL | ot | 1 mat:
i e

" .
Communalism in .. 2 o
ofiionS pevivalisi, SUSPICIOTh, hatred and djs 13 e
w_ the rels 0,,,,,;::;:;11 organisations, "a"-fmem:?“ i ci‘h“
37™ ¢ s€

0

- etw
commu_'"” ’ ups to collar off the r on Ce,
oups i ressure 8rOUPS 0 o angz neagre ecopc, o/ Telig; | 2t
5 ional developmen’ a” of political payyn€ gain s 40 ot
;;aregiwf ~ caste have rendered the society in Indiq V:tels o
e gt
fensions and conflicts "
unalism
eaning of Com™ : .3
M Scholars have (_)ffcrcd differcnt definitions of ‘cop,
it as an idcology which emphasises the scparate idcm;tm““alis :
. 1o other gmups_nm! often a tendency to pr yof r:lr': £V
.. Prof. Bipin Chandra_says “the e TOmote ;. iy “M?ﬁf‘ (
: o s fo mceem 1S e By ¥4 o
the beliefl that rehgious distinction is lhcp Of Coyyy ™ ing Wi 281 1O
, i o N " 'l v . M i : m kY mg- R tr‘ £ ;‘{t [L
al distinction, ind this distinction overrides alf’f,:h“'"p«;?"‘ﬂ o, ié""d
. P - . s

1s, Mushms and Sikhs are different religious e NeF dig ™ g’ e
“"Illl .'llld l)() - N bnuhtﬁ_ '\hn‘:n;-%_‘&-{ a

‘ p litical interests are also dissiml; s hepy - ag T
fone rclq;musgmup|s(hc gain of another 4T and ;,f‘fxr;’?*-}“"fgsi‘*
unity sccks to better its'social and ETOup ang :'-r?"“‘;?""i fof

pased on
fundament
Since Hindt
economic cu
suchthe loss O

Ifa p;ir(iculnr comm
is doing at the expense of the other” G o L
= S~ Ml LY 3
Background ?'itz@% e jvf <
India is land of diverse re 121 g L% =
ligions and cultures. Some RAgYs
Of thc ‘),‘.,;L..' e

flourish in India i "
dia include Hinduism, Isly Promi,, b 165
m ey am sf v (1-1‘\’.

£13 g o8
v 'y = IR R

wstrianism, Buddhi: i
hism ctc. While the Hindys o Sikhing 1> ,
. ¥, o J

Christianity, Zors

majority, the members of other religions constit

Muslims being the largest minority. Unfnrtuna‘[cl s he minmit:‘:.f:f" L

not taken place between the Hindus and the Musliriga,,,g;:{é cl: ﬂdjg.u-f::“t.. w
‘ as oftep ra.. 0

mhwlolcnthoulbursts .'md_commun:ll riots. It has bee

scholars that communalism is not a new phcnorr:’t:: aSSETled by con ¥, (s 35
on and has' iy

1135 - " _.-'_"‘_:l"

religions _which

A
+ 34

existence since the times of the -
However, this view 1 of the Muslims rule during the a5 Deen i
e e \ }15 not umversally endorsed. Perso ¢ medieva] e X T
argamatinde O}:{U}‘{nd h‘old that the Muslim rulers ofrllfxci!]‘:c e R;i:':" o
erance towards their Hind : 12 adopted by pusactt
usubjects. To quote him M
e him Ty, 20

a[[i[UdC Of : ¢ I L ) Y-
~ - - - C ‘Cn On‘l ‘ ! tk ! A i ”" .

~ .8

Scanned with CamScanner



imated that 600 to
ale at which these

he riots took a heavy toll of life. It is est
tain scholars that

s fost in these riots. In view of the large sC
;L Wo Ahmcdabad it has been asserted by cer

?t i gace .
e Pc suld pot have proceeded without a plan.
S P ghiwandi, near Bombay, was the scent of fresh riots. The
l od over the stoning of a Hindu procession by certain Muslims.
| toll of over 80lives and property worth thousands of rupees
i t Aligarh, Telicherry an

a
; Gy o In 1971 and 1972'thcre wetre riots @
.r()f PAL- tut compared to the riots at Ahmedabad an
ty ¢ o ¢.The Re_portoftheUnionHomeM'mistry admitted that there
0 Afteut i,f.’,y; jeterioration, in the communal situation since 1960 and it sharply
a Seéal uﬁiytc 'y from 1964. According to the Report from 54 to 1960 there Was
\ My, q owy;ﬂaﬂ d consistent downward trend in communal riots. The lowest nurqber
. g’ro%s&fg%f ¥ selow fifty — occurred in 1958, 1959 and 1960. In 1961, the situations
th:f Yig| I%ﬁ ersed. A substantial fall during the nexttwo years was followed
I8 %";4 hen “largely as a repercussion of communal riots in the East
)1y there was Jarge scale communal violence in West Bengal, Bihar
y;’d .52, DUTIDgG the conflicts with Pakistan in 1965 there werc commun
A g0 in some areas. In 1966 despite a slight fall in the incidents, their
“raldla' 8e,pbgr Was relatively high and they occurred in a wider area than before.
ang ﬁeas P :ﬂ[hat year there has been a progressive deterioration.
Agy ady, [nthe subsequent years also communal tension has continued to grow
Tegy ganumbel' of gommunal riots took place in different parts of the country.
o 73 once again Meerut was the scenc of serious 1i0ts which resulted in
he Ced Jeath of nine persons and injury to over 4() persons, apart from norm
i Ounry pproperty- In 1971}, Delhi, the capital of India witnessed one of the worst
forl}tau?od unal riots smnce independence. The riots virtually assumed the shape
in W“dlfi's 4mass fightin the streets. Over 100 shops were burnt ten persons lost their
s ashiy ,syvhxlc over 300 persons were injured. In views of the serious nature O
- IY So.mez,nots at Delhi the servict of border forces had to be secured. In the
Oncoﬁrul]gibseguent years also the things have hardly shown any improvement and
:onve again @smnal communal conflicts have erupted up in various parts of the
pei Crsion patry.- There was tull and communal harmony prevaile
e soon sing the emergency years 975-77. With the end of emergency and
1g;rax;c that mation of Gpvernment by the Janata Party once again the communal
1trol. The mony Was disturbed and very serious riots broke out at Aligarh in 1978
d official 'hlch resulted in loss of many lives. There were incidents of communal
needless tlence if’f other parts of the country. In 1980 once again communal troubles
erty.  nkeout in various parts of the country. The trouble started at Moradabad,
, Assi, tere on the 1d day when the prayers Were going on some stray animals
ad, whik dered the mosque. In the riots W%lich ensued this incident about 150 persons
\ similar, Hluding sOME policemen Were killed. This was followed by niots in Gujarat
the year lmmu and Kashmir, and UP (at Allahabad, Sambal and« / . At som¢
dinthe ices the situation grew so te >he army had to of bring th
I dings under control.
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example there have been NUMCErous cases of
Hindgs and the scheduled castes and sche c?\lfllshes be ;
Nihang Akalis and the Nirankaris which burgt out; Lt Yoo
between Sunni-Shia Muslims. in opg :1' s
The communal harmony was seriously disty, as}lE.s.

dents of the two com e e - "y

between the stu 3 Munitjeg in Ry
Muslim University. This produced reperC“SSionsi o ma?(; 3 (4107 10 oare
st Bengal and Madhya Pradesh and commnnnaothel'per:‘t ‘henﬁ‘ql"*}:l‘
L

We o 5
of towns, resulting in enormous logg of 1:¢ 2} troyp &ty , X ol
?oli-mz?lf(l)-ut two years the communal harmgfx;l f;and I;lr]?:}e b?‘f\}]l%i ;’ﬂ ":‘otgag;f-
disturbed in 1963 following the theft of a relic of P, oanDerty‘ if“‘“i 1 b
the Hazratbal mosque at Srinagar. This was follgy,e qthet M:Sin a3 0055 crg -
and protests from the Muslims of Kashmir. Theye Wereﬁ h a{lsau“‘\a W (sed
ar

and lawlessness. Even though the Govern e
genuineness was challenged by t.he fana.tic Mugllﬁﬁ; ;ecov%rggsisgf;?m Mne®  wa
the throne of violence for sometime. This produceq rnd theg o, he rej gl ere |
where a number of Hindus were killed and their eﬁ) ercussion _sv“fi i . %
number of Hindus from Pakistan were forced tq see]?“ses 1%5&1“" W6, . g0,
greatly infuxiia}tcd hthf}:1 Hmdug anc; If\‘j’lesh_ riots broke outri?;ge In %nqm
ichanumbero . :
West Bengal, mw. uslims were kllled.InB?}?a?’&l Jﬁ‘;‘ ® subst

Pradesh also riots broke out which were accom an; kg .
Pamed by aTson.KMad\ng ves of

hundreds of people were Killed.

When the Indo-Pak War broke out in 1965 jt was A ey once ag
the communal harmony would pose a serious interna] t%enerall}' fearg,
But these fears proved ill founded. By and large the T€aL t g o
Hindu-Muslim amity. This united stand was largely re;‘?“_ng‘
victory over Pakistan. In 1966 trouble once again bré)k nSlble_fo, g g0 0
(Maharashtra) on the question of stoning of a Hip i pr?) Out in Wasﬁ'ﬁ nile o‘
Muslims. The situation became so tense that the police had tc CSS1on By ¢t ol at
which resulted in a number of deaths. The next year Srinaga;);vzsson to ﬁnngﬁ“

OnCE gpqt sl

' 0

ot erty
90\13[;%\99‘0&{ ]
‘ma‘ﬂtaiwﬂ““a

%

the scene of communalriots. This time the trouble started qyey the copy. ®
of a Brahman girl to Islam and her marriage to a Muslim_ The ;COnVe;S'm@tt‘f-t e
spread to the Jammu region of the state. The situation becamg Soo bl s mg'on

military assistance had to be sought to bring the things under coﬁ{?vflhwmny \
year also witnessed riots over recognition of Urdu as a second ooif“}“.mg 1es
language of Bihar as well as riots at Malegaon, in Maharashtra.Itisneeéiigtmcei

to repeat that these riots resulted in enormous loss of life and property, - ke OV
The 1968 once again communal harmony was disturbed inUP, Asay 1€ ©
and West Bengal. In UP the trouble spots were Meerut and Allahabad, whi 116
in Karimganj (Assam) the trouble started over the killing of a cow. A siilar d¥
incident at Aurangabad led to communal riots. What is worse that the year T
1968 for the first time witnessed the communal amity being disturbed inht *;;e“
states of Kerala and Mysore, which had so far been immune from commu}}@lﬁ._}'
ension. But probably the worst riots broke out at Ahmedabad n 1S
he issue of chasing away of certain cows belonging to a Hindutem.
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iy,

le‘l.glal:‘lai o «rhey want communalism to flourish and secularism to p;:_nsh 13
N 1&0%‘3' . ony, however, 1s that if communalism ﬂounshcs_ t.hc Mus im an
'{llhlquﬂ Qﬂl‘)h% ;?ps f(rjus minorities will suffer. For religious minorities ther_e‘ls no
Q \"’ihl t (:‘1,‘]1\& Uy re-ﬁgl[ o secularism. And to resist and fight communalism and militancy
\"h-l%hllmral‘h%f 'ff"ﬂfivﬂwcapons would be secularism, They must, therefore, abandon
Q“I}IQH Sy hnh"\? ':"pﬁt jsim and strive to make secularism in India, strike roots and beer
R, *Q&(llt t e peir interests and be safeguarded by secular Hindus and not by

8y Yy Ty T :
.l:lgbl‘l h‘illth'eé Qg'. ['I‘;)fq[l Muslims, Sikhs, Christians or Parsje”.
Qle a_s.‘er : il] i{ﬂﬂ

LN chndlly , the tendency of the Myslims to keep aloof from the majority
g, Y 2 /ity 15 @ ilo par:y. tﬁ blame.for the growing communal tension. Most
soct thdt /jposlins €0 ot take part in the secular-nationalistic politics of the
t Qthleh Elttulg f,ﬂﬂd a it *fi.l?_‘ On__'thely being treated as a‘sepa[ate_cnt}__f_y and
N ‘ 'hhy 'ﬂﬁed B Seviines < 0dpr operty, protection of Urdu, reservation for
[T;s jms 11 SSPVICES ete. This attitude on their part has prevented them
Y e l%gcligiﬁ];}rlﬁ mmﬂ Stream of the Indian nation. According to

S ‘“?y ;?”d with the f 10rp the Muslims must realize that their future is
8 £, 0 Y with 1€ future of secylarism and they should support and
Who have launched a crusade against

Dly at‘?dhﬂl} trI:]e I\—Nhil:sus and Othf:rs
¢ Jnd oS out the minoritjeg support their crusade may not

", Thirdly, the orthodg L - .
: econhil::;d N cclu‘hat they ar?ﬁ—(TisE);’lind 6bscurﬂﬂtlsm of the Muslims which makes

: Lentity with thej 1 1 laws

b /v of think Y with their own culture, persona :

oy Mg, 9 g has al : ed’ them from acce ti;g the modern
Se arots S of religious toleration seculari accep ol !

bf}in %'y be shared by the chaye: rism etc. In this regard the blame is

f{ﬂd

oy ‘the qd fOr sepa
St &40 barate electorates. an : ; .
loton Pag,.. dragﬁd the Hindus (o = dthe formation of the Muslim Sena. This

.. up Hi
ng SN bltself ¢Jt0 aggravate Communal térﬁc,io indus SEIfa. All these de:v-clopments
. Ctwe.-C o 4 In the fourth I _ N among the two communities.
" Oftey, sue " the gork of organi‘ie?f?{nff i SChO}li'i_rsdlook at the communal riots as a
e 0' . A h ~in In u 0 . - . E
g fggg;f;ﬁ be iﬁiﬁg‘ggﬁﬁgﬁgg Politics ofM,-nofz%gfg;ﬁf}igéecsiiui%
th agaje Pecy gisations like RS S, Thow -o%ork of the organized and militant Hindu

< " Cy secek t . ‘ Sht 2 .
the . they yoh rioting. Com 2 -~ 10 achieve certain political objectives
lmn] l.mlir E:rr-ﬁnf“ l",ﬁgmmn-.:ﬁ.]fl,llna- Vl()lence 1S the racule ~f _..l?_lfa.: = L ,._';'Zl B ~
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